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Director's Statement

     “Cherry” is a female coming of age story with a fantastical twist.  It’s a bittersweet 
film about a talented twelve-year-old artist who has to let go of her imaginary friend, 
Cherry, in order to grow up. Even though our protagonist is quite young, her need of 
having to say goodbye to a childhood pleasure in order to grow up, is something that 
everyone has, or had to do at one point in their life. This is a topic that isn’t really seen 
through a female’s perspective and I wanted to explore that in this film.

     What’s special about “Cherry” is that it takes place in an urban Floridian home, yet it 
feels closed off from everyone. It’s a quiet film that intimately pulls you into both 
Sophie’s fantasy world and her reality. To ensure we had this desired effect, we paid 
special attention to our color scheme for wardrobe and set design in order to create the 
feeling of wonder and magic.

     I remember the moment of having to let go of something that was deemed too 
childish by others and honestly it’s bittersweet. There’s fear, but also excitement at the 
prospect of acquiring a newfound happiness. Children tend to create their own little 
universe and some may feel intimidated by the idea of stepping out of it, but by doing 
this we discover who we are and learn about the things that scare us. But most impor-
tantly, we have to remember that all endings, no matter how happy or sad they may be, 
lead to new beginnings waiting to be explored.
 
 |Chantal Gabriel



Synopsis

     Sophie is a shy twelve-year-old girl with a vivid imagination that has been homeschooled 
her entire life and accompanied by her energetic, imaginary friend, Cherry. However, her 
world changes when she can no longer be homeschooled by her mother. Sophie is helpless 
and intimidated by the idea of making new friends, but then she meets Lizzie, a sweet girl 
who is passionate about science and trying to tap into her girly side. When the two begin to 
bond, Cherry feels threatened and Sophie is excited but also feels guilty about the forming of 
this new friendship. In the end, she must chose whether to stay in her safe little bubble with 
Cherry, or if she should venture out and make new friends. 
 

Tagline

Growing up is hard, letting go is harder.

 

Logline
 
     When Sophie, a talented twelve-year-old artist, learns she can no longer be homeschooled, 
she must decide whether or not to keep her imaginary friend, Cherry.
  









Chantal Gabriel 
(Director, Writer, & Producer)

     Born in Miami, Florida, Chantal enjoys writing whimsical stories 
filled with unconventional, quirky characters.  She is a second year 
grad student pursuing an MFA in film at the University of Miami, 
focusing on screenwriting and directing. She is also an aspiring anime 
film scholar (yes, she’s serious and extremely excited to contribute to 
this field). She wrote and directed “Cherry,” a live action short and the 
animation, “The Chase.” “Cherry” won the Jury Award and “The 
Chase” was awarded Best in Animation at the Canes Film Festival 
2017.

Alexandra Santiago-Georget 
(Cinematographer, Editor & Producer)

 
     Born and raised in Puerto Rico, after graduating from the University 
of Puerto Rico with a Bachelor's in Journalism and Political Science, 
she decided to move to Miami to try her luck at filmmaking. Enticed by 
the idea of visual narrative and storytelling, she is currently in pursuit 
of her MFA in Motion Pictures at the University of Miami. All roads 
seem to point at her specializing in Cinematography and Editing. Her 
short film, "Cherry" also received the Jury Award at the Canes Film 
Festival 2017. 

Biographies (The Crew)



Credits

Crew 

Director, Writer, & Producer:  Chantal Gabriel
Cinematographer, Editor, & Producer: Alexandra Santiago-Georget
Story by: Chantal Gabriel & Alexandra Santiago-Georget
Assistant Director: Jonathan DeBoer
Production Assistant: Sarah Hartman
Production Designer, Make-up artist, & Wardrobe: Daniele Gabriel
Make-Up Artist Assistant: Veda L. Cruz 
Sound Mixers: Ailin Gong & Diego Saldaña-Rojas
Composer: Javier Albornoz

Cast

Samantha Miller – Sophie
Kassandra Rubio – Cherry
Isabella Garrido – Lizzie
Madelin Marchant –  Mom

Craft Services

María T. Santiago
Mercedes Ares
Himer Gandia

Special Thanks To

Xonia Regalado 
Shelly McCoy
Sophie Regalado-McCoy
Barbara (Duba) Leibell 
Gayle Miller
Myrlin Rubio
Catherine Garrido
Carlos Garrido
South Miami Middle School (Drama Department)
Katlyn Aviles
Ed Talavera
Konstantia Kontaxis 
Judy Elkins
BabyBearHats


